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MK 19 machine guns are suffering
damage because gunners and armorers
don’t know or don’t remember what
helps or hurts the gun.

Easy does it with the rear sight.
It’s broken more than anything else on
the MK 19. Keep the sight down when
you’re not firing. Put the sight bar down
before you put the sight down. Push in

MK19 Machine Gun . . . tang it works out during firing and
makes the MK 19 unserviceable.

Support the bolt when you remove
it . If you use the drive spring guides to
pull out the bolt, the weight of the bolt
bends the guides. Support the bolt with
your other hand as you pull it out of
the receiver.

Align tang with keyway before pushing in pinGuide tray down

the elevation screw knob before you
push down the sight. If you forget any
of these steps, you may be sightless.

Guide the feed tray cover to the
latched position. If you slam the cover
shut, it chips or breaks the cover lock.
Eventually, the cover can’t be latched.

Slamming also knocks the primary
drive lever out of alignment with the
secondary drive lever. That causes feed-
ing problems.

Remember the tang. The feed tray
cover pin has a tang that must be
aligned with its hole’s keyway when
you install the pin. Make sure the
pin is all the way in before closing
the cover. Otherwise, you break the
tang. The pin fits, but without the

Do not dunk the sear assembly,
bolt, or ogive plunger in cleaning sol-
vent. They are sealed assemblies, but
solvent still gets in and washes out their
lubricant. Without lube, they will be
ruined during firing. If you must use
solvent to clean them, put the solvent
on a rag or brush and use that to clean.
Remember, anytime you clean with sol-
vent you must lube the weapon again.
Solvent not only cleans away carbon,
but also lubricant. Make sure all sol-
vent is wiped off before relubing.

Push
elevation
knob
before
pushing
down
sight
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ome NBC NCOs have a valuable
piece of test equipment sitting in their
storage cabinets doing nothing but col-
lecting cobwebs. It’s the M41 Protec-
tion Assessment Test System (PATS).

The PATS will tell you with great
accuracy if a mask fits right. But you’ve
got to use it.

M41 Protection Assessment Test System . . .

Remember, every member of your
unit must be checked at least annually
for mask fit. When a new soldier ar-
rives, give him the PATS test—don’t
go by the mask size he wore at his last
unit. They may have made a mistake.

If you don’t have TM 3-4240-349-
12&P, get it. It has PATS operating
instructions and NSNs. Your pubs clerk
can order it for you.

The most important PATS rule is to
use only reagent
grade isopropyl
alcohol, NSN 6810-
01-382-2904. PATS
needs the purest
alcohol possible.
Drug store alcohol
clogs its optic
system. Then the
PATS must be sent
out for repair.

But be careful.
Alcohol that pure is
very flammable.

Remove the sear housing correctly.
If you remove the housing with the
sear set to F, the sear comes apart and
things like the spring can be lost. With
the sear set to F, rotate the housing 90°
to the first click. Push the switch to S
and remove the housing.

Leave the adjusting screw on the
back of the bolt assembly alone.
Messing with it messes up your MK
19’s timing and could cause it to not
fire.

Set to F,
rotate
90°, then
set to S

The flash suppressor is supposed
to be slightly loose. If you or your
armorer tighten or stake the suppres-
sor, your MK 19 flunks inspection.

Do not tighten or stake flash suppressor
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